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SGA senate passes concert vote
Richard Thai • guest writer
Rose-Hulman’s Student Government
Association (SGA) voted 16-12 to approve the concert budget of $32,050 on
Wednesday.
Debate at the meeting centered
around concerns about higher-than-average SGA spending; opponents argued
that holding another concert would lead
the student body to believe that an annual concert was economically viable.
Mitch Pettigrew, senior class president,
pointed out that a majority of seniors
responding to an informal survey have
expressed disapproval of the concert.
However, Pete Gustafson, SGA advisor, mentioned that SGA would end the
school year with a general fund balance
significantly greater than in previous
years. Debbie Davis-Brutchen, outgoing
vice-president, argued that the previous
concert was a success and that holding
this concert would help fulfill SGA’s
goal of student involvement in the Rose
community.
This year, 36.4% of the student body
responded to this year’s concert survey;
that number is almost 10% more than
last year’s 28.7% response rate on the
Eve 6 survey. That survey found that

44.5% of students
surveyed were in
favor of an Eve 6
concert. By contrast, Red Jumpsuit
Apparatus led this
year’s poll by 29.1%,
closely followed by
the 26.8% who voted against a concert,
26.2% who voted for
Plain White T’s, and
finally 17.9% who
voted for another
option. Some senate members criticized this year’s survey, claiming that it
yielded slim margins and obscure
results.
After the decision
was made, some procedural complaints
Those in favor of the concert hope to create an atmosphere not unlike the feel at last year’s Eve 6 concert.
were raised. Among
Tim Ekl • The Rose Thorn
them were claims
that many senators
district. A final objection was that infor- fellow constituents.
were newly elected and therefore were mation concerning the concert was sent
After the meeting, Pettigrew noted
attending their very first SGA meeting out the night prior to the decision, leav- that ultimately, SGA’s intention is to
and that students who were substituting ing many of the new senators with little provide an enjoyable event for the enfor senators were not from the senator’s time to discuss the decision with their tirety of campus.

Celebrating with Pi(e)
Katie Dial • guest writer
On March 14, which
here at Rose is better
known as “Pi Day,” the
Learning Center held a
small “Pi Day Celebration.” Incentives to attend
included free coolers, Tshirts, mugs, a Pi pizza
cutter, and a raffle. It was
a very quiet celebration,
with most people stopping
by on their way to class to
pick up a cupcake and a
cup of punch. Neverthe-

less, a total of 171 students
attended, including a few Pi
enthusiasts, such as someone
who claimed to be able to recite around fifty digits of Pi.
On that note, there is an entire form of writing devoted to
representing digits of Pi. It’s
called “piphilology”, and one
method is to write “piems,”
poems in which the number
of letters in each word represents a digit of Pi. The longest
of these is a short story called
Cadaeic Cadenza, which uses
this technique to describe the

first 3834 digits.
When asked about the history of Pi Day celebrations in
the Learning Center, James
Hoffmann said they have
been having them for the
seven years he’s been here,
at least. He mentioned that
in the past, they sometimes
called the event “Einstein
Mania,” and would have a
square cake with Einstein’s
face on it. Not surprisingly,
the square cake received
some good-natured criticism,
and these days, they are serv-

ing cupcakes.
The first official Pi Day celebration is attributed to physicist Larry Shaw and occurred
in 1989 at the San Francisco
Exploratorium, with staff
members eating pies and
walking around in a circle.
While there was neither pie
nor circle-walking at the celebration, it seems likely that
Larry Shaw would be happy
to know that Pi is of enough
importance to enough people
that it has its very own worldwide holiday.
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Eat pancakes, help St. Jude

Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer
On Sunday, March 13th, RoseHulman students were treated
to unlimited pancakes and sausage at the Tri-Hop event in
support of St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital. As evidenced by the
line extending through the entire Union for most of the two
hour affair, the event run by the
Delta Delta Delta sorority here
on campus was a great success
in helping them raise money
for their national philanthropy.
This is the second year that TriDelta has hosted Tri-Hop.
The idea for an event like TriHop here at Rose-Hulman came
from other colleges, who had
hosted similar events in the past,
says Kristi Telljohann, a sophomore chemical engineering
major who organized and facilitated Tri-Hop. The entire chapter of Delta Delta Delta from
Rose-Hulman came together to
help prepare for this two hour
event and worked hard to make
the flyers, sell tickets, and make
and serve the pancakes and sausage.
In the end, they “completely
exceeded [their] expectations”
in terms of money raised for St.
Jude, according to Telljohann,
who says that more than $2,000
came in as result of Tri-Hop.
Christina Powell, a member of

Tri Delta, said “[she] was really excited about the turn out…
[and that it] was awesome to see
how many people were willing
to come out to support [Delta
Delta Delta] and St. Jude.”
In addition to unlimited pancakes and sausage, the Tri-Deltas hosted two contests to garner interest in Tri-Hop. The first
was a competition between the
residence halls to see who could
bring the most members of their
floor to the event; the winner
was Blumberg 4. The second
was a pancake eating competition, which involved eating a
certain number of pancakes in
the shortest amount of time.
The winner was Ben Deschaine,
a sophomore biomedical engineer, who ate 5 pancakes in less
than 20 seconds.
Due to the enormous success
of the first two Tri-Hops, Telljohann says that Tri-Delta will
definitely host Tri-Hop again
next school year, with hopes of
maintaining the high level of
attendance and matching the
money they raised this year
for St. Jude. Tri-Delta will host
two more events this year, including the Greek Penny Wars
and the Teeter-Totter-A-Thon,
which will take place at the end
of April. Both of these will go to
benefit a more local organization, the Riley’s Children Hospital in Indianapolis.

Advertisement

Telljohann, who spearheaded
the event, would like to thank
the three Aramark workers
who helped supervise the sorority members in the kitchen,
the Residence Hall Association
for helping fund the event, and
everyone who came out to enjoy
food and support St. Jude.
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital was officially adopted
as Tri-Delta’s national philanthropy in November 1999. The
non-profit hospital, located in
Memphis, Tennessee, works
hard to “help kids…and create
the best environment as possible,” according to Telljohann,
and never turns a family away
from their services. Earlier this
year, Rose-Hulman hosted the
Up ‘til Dawn event, which also
served to benefit St. Jude.
Tri-Delta, in July of 2010,
promised to raise $15 million
in 5 years, urging the collective
chapters of Tri-Delta throughout the nation to raise $3 million
dollars a year, which has been
helped by this Tri-Hop event
and the altruism of Rose-Hulman students. Tess Cain, another member of Tri-Delta, said “it
amazed [her that] all those who
could not come to Tri-Hop… still
supported St. Jude by donating
money. It was awe-inspiring to
see the compassion and willingness on the Rose campus to help
others.”

Correction
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Stephen King joins Snyder for a vampire epic

Eli Baca • staff writer
The vampire craze has been swift and
unyielding. Instead of frightening the audience, modern vampires have brooded
their ways into young hearts. Enter Skinner Sweet, the meanest of the mean Old
West bank robbers, who becomes a new,
darker vampire. The detective work and
Southern drawl are gone in the face of
blood, violence, and downright carnage.
Scott Snyder created “American Vampire” as his first ongoing series with Vertigo back in March 2010. Volume 1 has two
tales, the first done by Snyder, the second
by one of Snyder’s main writing influences, Stephen King. The story lines are woven together with the character of Skinner
Sweet, but each has its own feel (and art) to
it. Snyder’s story takes place in Hollywood,
1920, while King’s is a sort of coming of age
story about Skinner Sweet and his birth

into vampirism.
Snyder has a way of capturing the romantic ideals of the characters during this
time period, and then destroying them
completely with bloodshed. His writing is
definitely some of the best out there, and
bringing in Stephen King to contribute
only seals the deal on this novel. King’s
story is told from the perspective of an old
man recounting events in his life, and the
twists and turns that King takes are really
up to par.
The art is done by Rafael Albuquerque
for both stories, but Albuquerque manages
to separate the two with different styles of
art. Snyder’s take is about a young actress
trying to make it in Hollywood, so the glitz
and glamour are there, along with a more
cartoonist feel to it-these characters are
fresh and colorful, so each panel brings in
the feel of the ‘20s. The other tale is more
vampires-meets-Old-West and has that

style. The panels are gritty and grotesque,
with more shadows and grayer areas, and
the two-page spread of Skinner Sweet
coming to life in the water is one in the
best of the series. The stories are different
but similar, and Albuquerque nails them
both in fantastic fashion. He truly brings
the vampires to the dark side of the force,
so Twi-hards: this story probably isn’t for
you.
“American Vampire: Vol. 1” debuted
on the New York Times Bestseller List
for Graphic Books on October 15, 2010.
The novel is something fresh and new in
a world of the same ole vampire shtick.
Reminiscent of IDW’s 30 Days of Night,
the vampires are downright evil, always
looking for a snack and tearing towns apart
regularly. This series is only made better by
the human factor-how each person deals
with vampires or with becoming a vampire. Each little story focuses on different
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aspects of the human personality and
how those are affected by vampirism.
If there’s a vampire tale to pick up,
“American
Vampire” is one that’s
worth every penny.
It’s got great writing, great art, and
dccomics.com
great twists. The series isn’t for the faint of heart, but for those
wanting a true horror story. The recent
issues are without Stephen King, but the
story remains violent and awesome. Vertigo is still the publishing house to go to for
a great adult novel.
Review rating: 5 elephants

Action, love, betrayal, and the old west
Chris Pete • guest writer
Most of my female friends like
to say that they are three years
old at heart. They enjoy coloring
books, singing Disney songs, and
baking cookies. I, on the other
hand, am a man, and find my current mindset analogous to a thirteen-year-old’s. I’m immature. I
enjoy crude humor, explosions,
and watching small animals go
flying through the air to painful
impacts with the surroundings.
I think I could watch Rango
with some of my female friends

and we’d both actually enjoy it.
Rango is marketed as a children’s
movie but can appeal to all ages. It
places small bits of humor above
children’s heads, a sort of subtle
nod to the parents, chaperones,
and entirely-too-excited college
students in the audience.
The plot is nothing too special. It follows the standard
approach of, boy-meets-girl,
boy-lies-to-girl-and-her-village,
boy-is-caught-in-his-lie-andthings-go-south,
at-the-lastminute-boy-returns-and-savesthe-day routine that we’ve seen

since Pixar released A Bugs Life.
It’s a little bit like Avatar. If you’ve
watched the appropriate Disney
movie, you already know what’s
going to happen, but it’s the cast
of characters and the stunning
CGI that make you want to go see
this movie. Oh, and it does manage to one-up Avatar by having
legitimately funny and witty dialogue.
The cast includes Johnny Depp
(Pirates of the Caribbean) as the
main character, Rango, a lizard
who lived in a glass aquarium for
the first five minutes of the film.

Then he finds himself thrown out
into the desert to meet a Western-inspired cast of characters,
including Beans, voiced by Isla
Fisher (Wedding Crashers).
Rango develops a fast crush on
her, which she very clearly does
not return due to his loud-speaking, bragging persona as Rango.
He gains his chance to win her
heart quickly, however, when he
is appointed sheriff of the local
town of Dirt and is charged with
figuring out what happened to
the townspeople’s rapidly vanishing source of water.

Brittany Young • monkey writer
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It’s been almost 30 years
since punk-rock veterans Social Distortion released their
first album, a unique blend of
punk and blues. “Hard Times
and Nursery Rhymes,” the
band’s 8th studio album, still
remains true to the sound
that has made the band famous and is a testament to
the dedication and DIY attitude that has kept them in
the spotlight long past their
peers. Those expecting a classic punk album will be disappointed, however, as the focus of the album is more on
bluesy lyrics
and twangy
guitar riffs,
in a style
similar
to
Johnny Cash
or
Hank
Williams.
There are a
few gems on
the
album
though—
”California
(Hustle and
Flow)” takes
a step back
to the band’s
classic rockabilly sound,

In short: The movie is cuteness, with guns. It’s something
that men and women of all ages
can enjoy. It’s a great date movie
if you’re into that, but please don’t
make out in the theater while this
is all happening. It’s a waste of ten
dollars, and you’re going to miss
out on all of the explosions. Go
see this movie.
Review rating: 4 elephants

while “Gimme the Sweet Lowdown” offers the traditional
politically fueled lyrics that
punk is known for. Overall,
the album shows the band’s
maturity and remains true to
the roots of their sound, but
lacks the passion and drive
of the classic albums. Fans
of punk should check out
the band’s 1990 self-titled
album, while those looking
for more of the bluesy sound
should try 2004’s “Sex, Love
and Rock ‘N’ Roll.”
Review rating: 2.5 elephants

popreckoning.com
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Rose alumni share experiences

Andrew Klusman
business manager
Jamie Kleeman (Physics, ‘10)
and Nobutoshi Hiro (Mechanical Engineering, ‘10) are studying at Tohoku University in Sendai, Japan. Jamie is a first year
master’s student, majoring in
physics and researching solidstate photo emission. Nobu is
a first year master’s student as
well, and he belongs to the Department of Information Sciences. He is researching human
modeling in robotics.
The Thorn was able to ask
them some questions about their
recent experiences in Japan.
Rose Thorn: What was
it like going through the
earthquake?
Jamie Kleeman: It scared

the crap out of me. Haha. I really can’t say. In retrospect, it’s
amazing to me that I experienced something that unique.
Nobutoshi Hiro: I had been
living in America for a good ten
years, so the smaller earthquake
two days before the 9.0 earthquake was already uncomfortable enough for me. After noon on
March 11, I was on my computer
taking a break. I didn’t actually
expect another huge earthquake,
so I was caught off-guard.
RT: What was going
through your mind as the
earthquake occurred?
JK: We heard the warning siren maybe 3-5 seconds before it
actually occurred. I remember
someone shouted in Japanese,
“Ohhh! There’s a big one coming!” Everyone jumped under
the desks, and I’m standing there
like an idiot. My lab partner
was waving to me, “Get under
the desk! Under the desk!” So I
walked over, totally casual, and
plopped down under my desk
with my legs sticking out. He’s
telling me, “Earthquake! Earthquake!” I wasn’t expecting anything that big. We’d been having
small earthquakes for a couple
weeks, so my idea of big was that
we’d get a shake, like a bus stopping. The size of the earthquake

caught me completely off guard.
Things started falling off desks
or tipping over. Everything was
shaking. I was stuck under my
little Ikea desk. It was really
setting in, and all I remember
wondering is whether I would
be crushed by the floors above
us, or smashed from falling the
three stories to the ground. It really set in and my desk was tipping back and forth. I just leaned
on the back support as hard as
I could. I was really desperate
at that point to have any sort of
protection. The quake came in a
couple waves, and every time it
would settle down all I wanted to
do was make a break for outside.
My lab partner was keeping an
eye on me, and he would yell out
to me every time, “Stay! Stay!”
I think a lot of it is preparation,
because I had no idea how to

deal with an earthquake that big.
By the end of it I was just completely crunched under it, legs
folded under me, holding onto
the desk like my life depended
on it, just trying to wait it out.
NH: Our lab has a large room
that we usually are in and I was
in the very back of the office area.
I was at my desk when the earthquake occurred. When the earthquake hit, there was a combination of the public announcement
and my phone abruptly going off
due to the earthquake alert. We
had about eight students in the
room at the time, and we all got
under our desks at once. Then
there was a large earthquake
that shook us sideways for about
2-3 minutes. We had to keep
ourselves under cover in order to
avoid all the objects from hitting
us. I was concerned about the
lockers behind my desk, because
they could trap me underneath
my desk or strike me with heavy
objects. Luckily none of the lockers opened or fell over.
RT: What was your first
response once the ground
stopped shaking and it
seemed “all clear?”
JK: I wanted to get out as fast
as I could. I think everyone did.
Everything was trashed. It was
sort of eerie how calm everyone

was, maybe it was the adrenaline. We got up, grabbed our
jackets, and headed straight for
the hall. There were people still
getting up off the ground there,
and big cracks through the wall.
The stairwell was even worse.
Huge chunks of plaster were
on the floor. They had fallen
from the ceiling, and there were
chunks gone from the wall too.
We all ran out of the building
and got to the pre-planned safe
area as fast as possible.
NH: After a few minutes the
earthquake stopped being so furious, so we got out of the desks
and passed around our helmets
that were in one of the lockers.
There could have been another
earthquake, so we had to get
out of the lab as soon as possible. The desks blocked our path
since it shook sideways. We had
to climb over
all the obstacles to get out
of there. We
stood outside
for about an
hour and a
half at the tennis court near
our lab building. I was
dumb enough
to not have
reached over
for my jacket,
so I was shivering
with
some other
students as it
started snowing. We saw
the building
still shaking
with antennas
swinging sideways due to the aftershocks.
RT: What were Japanese
responses to the earthquake? Were they calm?
Panicked?
JK: I think everyone kind of
had the same response. It was
just sort of shock like, “Whoa,
that just happened?” Everyone
was calm, but not relaxed or anything. Like, sort of on edge? At
that point no one really knew the
extent of what had happened.
We all gathered at the assigned
emergency location in the park
by our building. I’m talking to
my labmates and the undergrads
say it’s the biggest they’ve ever
been in, the post docs agree, the
assistant professors, it just keeps
going up and everyone agrees
this is the biggest they’ve ever
felt. At that point it sort of dawns
on all of us that this is serious. I
remember I saw one of the other
international students that had
been outside in the park when
it happened and he just had like
this 1000 mile stare. He’s looking at the chemistry building and
tells me how he saw it just sort of
waving back and forth. All of us
agree that it’s like a movie. The
Japanese response is mechanical, really well-conditioned. We
get bottled water, and some food,

and they tell us to go home.
Everyone knows what to do,
but I think no one knew how to
feel. It was all just so unreal. I
remember we watched live on
our phones as the airport got
destroyed. I think my assistant
professor said it reminded him
of “Die Hard.” We saw some
of the coasts get destroyed live
too. I don’t think anyone could
really grasp it though.
NH: The people there were
actually not panicked as much.
Sure, the cell phones became
unusable shortly after, but for
living in a place with frequent
earthquakes, there was no panicking due to the earthquake
damage itself. They were rather
concerned about electronics
devices falling over and possible fires occurring back home.
Apparently Jamie’s lab loves
students there much more than
ours does, since we did not go
home with any food or water
supplied. Whatever.
RT: What system does
the Japanese government
have in place to warn people about earthquakes?
JK: I don’t know how it works,
but there’s some sort of alarm. We
had the siren I mentioned go off
a couple seconds before. There’s
also a system that can send text
alerts to your phone. Nobu’s has
this little alarm thing that goes
like “wawawawa wawawawa
wawawawa
wawawawawa.”
That thing scares the crap out
of me now. With all the aftershocks, we would just dive for
the door whenever it went off.
NH: The main source of information that we received while
the power was down was from
the radio that our neighbors had.
The web service on our phones
stopped working soon enough.

with flashlights, and there is still
a line out the door. It looked like
something you would see on
TV, only I realized it wasn’t TV.
It wasn’t just the airport getting
washed away on my phone, my
own backyard was starting to go
crazy.
NH: The journey back home
from my lab was crazy. As I went
back inside the lab building, I
realized the water was shut off
since bathrooms did not seem
to have running water. I packed
my precious electronics and as
much food as I could, and got in
my friend’s car to get a ride back
home. However, the roads down
the mountain were all traffic
jammed due to the people getting
back, so we were trying to decide
if we should drive back and walk
home. In addition, the point we
were stopped by the traffic was
right by the Aoba Castle, and we
saw the collapsed stone walls
blocking one side of the road due
to the earthquake; also, the other
side was a cliff. Then, we felt a
couple of uncomfortable earthquakes which scared the crap
out of us. We were so glad that
we could drive back thanks to
the taxi driver who walked back
and told the incoming drivers to
back out for us.

RT: What were the first
effects of the natural disasters you noticed?
JK: Well, power went out immediately. There was a smell of
gas in one of our labs. Our building had some bad cracks on the
inside walls. Honestly though,
I wasn’t really sure until I got
back home. The campus is kind
of far from the city, so I figured
maybe we had lost power and
everything else was fine. As I
walked back home though, it
just got more and more obvious how bad everything was.
I remember rounding the corner where I can see the skyline
from, and everything but about
two buildings are black. It was
really shocking to just suddenly
get hit with the fact that this is
really, really bad. The convenience store by my house was
maybe the most shocking. I figured I would stop to get some
more food and water on the way
back. This was a couple hours
after the quake. I get there,
and everything is picked clean.
Photos show the aftermath of the magn
There are people just grabbing
March 11. These photos are a
everything they can, the cashJamie Kl
iers are checking everyone out
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through Japanese earthquake
the city?
JK: We got power back in a
little over 24 hours. We were
pretty lucky though. Living
close to the city center our area
was a priority.
NH: The downtown area had
electricity back up much earlier
than us, but we’re glad that we
got our power back relatively
soon. Saving the phone battery was the highest priority in
my mind while the power was
out.

RT: What was the damage like?
JK: By me, not that bad. I think
outside of the tsunami area, the
main problems were disruption
of services. I lost power, gas,
and to some extent water. It still
worked, but the pressure was really low. There were a lot of little
pieces of things on the ground.
No buildings collapsed, but you
would see pieces of detailing, or
a little glass, or some plaster all
over the place. Older buildings
near us had more serious damage. One lost a big piece of its
outer wall. Those were few and
far between though. Almost all
of them were wood-frame structures. Cracks were a lot more
common. Many, many, buildings had cracks running up the
outside.
NH: Jamie only had to move
his bed like five inches. My PC
desk moved out from the wall,
and most of the things on top
fell from it. We only had one jar
break due to the earthquake, and
we were much better off than
others since we had so few things
at home.

RT: How prepared is
Japan for a disaster like
this?
JK: In my opinion, very well.
The university was ready with
emergency food and water right
after the disaster. We had practiced earthquake evacuation, so
everyone knew where to meet
with their laboratories. The city
offices never actually lost power
due to backup generators. The
emergency alert systems on radio worked awesome too. We
got warning before most major
aftershocks, and instructions on
where to get food or medical aid
if we were desperate. There was
an emergency response area set
up about a block from my house
that had power.
NH: For the most part, they
were prepared well enough. I
didn’t know what the heck I
should be doing but everyone
else seemed to know what was
supposed to be done.

RT: How did people respond? How soon after
the quake were businesses
“open?” Is it business as
usual?
JK: My neighbors were absolutely amazing. The owner of the
bike shop next door had a kerosene heater, so by the time I got
back they were making soup for
everyone in the building. They
were totally calm about everything, and it really helped me
out. A half dozen of us ended up
RT: How long did it take gathering at the shop to spend
to get power? The rest of the night. No one wanted to sleep
because of the aftershocks, so
they took up collections to start
preparing food for the neighborhood. It was a really amazing outpouring of kindness,
and I am so thankful for it. My
landlady put out a sign that
said “Please be careful.” Businesses started to reopen immediately. One of the restaurants by our house was serving
salads and selling raw food the
next day. A few others brought
out charcoal grills and started
cooking and selling food closer
in to the city. The bike shop
actually did amazing business.
They sold twice the normal
amount of bikes, I think a lot of
people were trying to get home
without the train. Most places
started coming back as soon
as power was restored. It was
honestly kind of disturbing to
nitude 9.0 earthquake that hit Japan on
see things working so normally
sampling of the scenes in Sendai, Japan.
leeman and David Ternet • guest photographers when I knew that less than ten
miles away the tsunami had

hit. Food lines were one really
bad part. All of the grocery stores
were open, but you had to stand
forever to get anything. The day
before Nobu and I left, we stood
in a six hour line to get essentials. No one I saw was starving,
but people were definitely eating less, and they were definitely
panicked.
NH: Yes, the food lines were
terrible if you hadn’t stocked
up soon enough. They were restricting the people entering at
a time.
RT: Can you describe
your city before and after
the
earthquake/tsunami
struck?
JK: Before, it was a really
bright place. The earthquake
happened on a Friday, and I had
been really looking forward to
my weekend.
There’s a huge
number
of
bars and restaurants that
just sort of
make up this
neon rimmed
arcade.
On
Friday everything is bright,
and people are
drinking and
laughing all
up and down
the street. It’s
really great as
a college student.
What
really struck
me was walking
around
on
Saturday night, it
should have
been packed, and the only light
was a campfire set up next to the
payphone. That was shocking
to have somewhere that should
have been amazingly vibrant
instantly reduced to something
out of a movie. Totally deserted.
It was extremely surreal. Even
days later, the two biggest things
that stuck with me were the
lights and the people. Everything
just seemed off. Some businesses had their lights on when
they would normally be off, off
when they would normally be
on. There were too many people
some places and too few others.
It’s really hard to describe. It
was like the space itself was the
same, but everyone’s activities
had suddenly been completely
changed.
NH: Jamie kept expecting
zombies to jump out of the darkness all over the town. That was
pretty funny. Anyway, I agree
that major things that we were
bothered by were mainly the gas
shortage. People kept complaining how they can’t seem to find
gas stations with gasoline.
RT: How long is your
school closed for? Why?
Was major damage sustained?

JK: They told everyone to
return home until “the end of
April.” There wasn’t a specific
date set, which I think really
speaks to the level of damage.
Our building looked pretty bad,
but it’s possible it was cosmetic.
I didn’t hear of any collapses, so
I think all the buildings are intact. Really, they just need time
to clean up and get everything
working.
NH: They told us students
explicitly not to come help as of
now, so faculty members are still
trying to investigate the damage it seems like. I’m sure my
lab isn’t as damaged as most of
the other labs, since we don’t
have any sensitive equipment in
ours.
RT: What are your plans
in the interim?

JK: I could have stayed, but
my family was really worried.
I’m heading home for a couple
weeks to relax and let everyone
know I’m alive. I’m trying to
think of some way I can help out
from the States, so if I come up
with something I may do that.
NH: I pretty much realized
how much I can’t be any help
while the nuclear power plant
is still unstable—my family was
worried about that more than
anything—so I may as well take
this chance to go visit my grandfather who’s not really in a good
shape as of now. I sure feel bad
for the people I left in Sendai.
RT: How is the media/
government covering the
situation?
JK: I think the Japanese government has been a lot more
level about everything. Partially
because they’re trying to avoid
making people panicked. Most
of the Japanese sources have
avoided speculating. Overall, I
think they’re probably underestimating the risks to the public,
but I don’t feel they’re actively
concealing anything. Right now
they’re showing dubbed animal
videos, if that tells you anything.
It’s not the same 24/7 panic cycle as American news.
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NH: I’ve been watching all
the press releases on the nuclear
reactor business and the prime
minister speak about them, but
they all are tired old men with
less confidence.
RT: Are you worried
about any lasting effects
from the natural disasters
and the nuclear power
plant situations?
JK: Somewhat. The tsunamis
really screwed up the coast, but
hit very few major industrial
centers. Judging by how things
seem in Tokyo, I don’t expect
any long term disruptions. It’s
already starting to get better,
and there aren’t really any major
roadblocks towards full recovery. As for the reactors, it’s hard
to say right now. If it gets worse
and the reactors are abandoned,

who knows. It’s hard for me to
speculate on this stuff.
NH: We all are going to die.
Eventually, that is.
RT: Do you think Japan
will be able to rebound,
pick itself up, and move forward stronger?
JK: Definitely. People seem
really eager to pull together and
bounce back. A bar by my house
had a bunch of broken bottles
and stuff outside, but two signs
on the door. One told people
they could let themselves in to
use the water if it was an emergency. The other just said “Let’s
stick with it Sendai!” There is
an amazing sense of community, and a huge desire to help
rebuild. I think that people are
shocked, but everyone wants to
try fixing things.
NH: Our country finally established relatively reliable constructing technology to prevent
earthquake damage.
There
could be more unfortunate incidents involving tsunami and/
or nuclear power plants, but we
definitely will learn from mistakes or by realizing blind spots.
I guarantee it. Japan operates
much better when everything is
fine and stable. We’ve even recovered from World War II.
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Follow the science and vaccinate your children

Carly Baehr • opinions editor emeritus

The anti-vaccine campaign started more than ten years ago, when a British doctor, Andrew Wakefield, published some research that linked the measles, mumps
and rubella (MMR) vaccine to autism. His study has now been completely and
thoroughly discredited, but the anti-vaccine movement hasn’t slowed. Too many
parents are refusing to vaccinate their children, and their decision is putting children everywhere at risk.
The anti-vaccine crusade is led in part by activist and ex-Playboy model (no, really) Jenny McCarthy, who claims that her son got autism from a vaccine. She is
joined by legions of parents who inexplicably believe the vaccine-autism link, who
believe that vaccines shouldn’t be “forced” on an unwilling public, and who are still
trying to convert more parents to their cause. Because of the lack of serious scientists on their side of the debate, it’s easy to dismiss them as crackpots, but just to be
fair to their side, let’s examine the alleged evidence against vaccines.
Firstly, the original study published in the British medical journal The Lancet,
which has since been retracted, had a sample size of twelve people. I hope most
Rose-Hulman students can see why this is a problem. Furthermore, when conducting the study Wakefield had multiple conflicts of interest which he failed to
disclose, including a patent application for a rival vaccine to the MMR vaccine,
and payments to Wakefield by a group of trial lawyers who wanted to prove that
the MMR vaccine was dangerous. The supposed problem with the vaccine was the
presence of a mercury compound, called thiomersal, but thiomersal has been all
but removed from the vaccine for ten years.
Anti-vaccine advocates also like to claim that vaccines cause autism because
some children develop autism after being vaccinated. This thinking is an example
of the false cause logical fallacy, or post hoc ergo propter hoc. Children tend to be
diagnosed with autism and receive vaccines at around the same age, but that does
not mean that they’re linked. Similarly, they claim that autism rates have skyrocketed over the past few years—but, again, there is no evidence that the link is causal
in nature; the definition of autism has broadened and the ability of doctors and
caregivers to recognize the symptoms has increased over the same time frame.
Another claim is that pharmaceutical companies are fudging the results of vaccine studies because they don’t want to lose the money. Like the other claims about
the dangers of vaccines, this one, too, topples after minimal examination: vaccines
are not actually very profitable, at all. Vaccines are given only once or up to three
times at the most, including boosters, and the individual is protected for their lifetime. What makes money for pharmaceutical companies is prescription drugs that
are taken for the rest of a person’s life.
Though Wakefield is held up as the hero of the anti-vaccine movement, he
claims that even he doesn’t think children shouldn’t be vaccinated—he just thinks

the combined MMR vaccine
should be replaced with three
separate vaccines. But he also
doesn’t seem all that interested in telling his followers
to back off. The half-informed
parents leading the crusade
have let their fears and their
passion and their conspiracy
theories cloud their judgment, and need to take a step
back and really think about
the evidence for their beliefs.
Even with the evidence
mounting against the false
claims of the anti-vaccine
crowd, some people are inclined to think it doesn’t make
a difference, that it’s a matter
of personal choice and individual freedom. But if a person fails to give their child the Jenny McCarthy is a very vocal supporter of the
anti-vaccine movement.
proper vaccinations, they not
www.wikipedia.org
only risk disease for their own
family—they also put their entire community at risk. Outbreaks of the highly contagious measles virus, whooping cough and other dangerous diseases have become more and more common,
and children too young to be vaccinated are sick and dying because older children’s
parents refuse to vaccinate. The anti-vaccine movement is not merely a passionate
but benign subset of the population—it puts all children in danger and risks a public health crisis, and it needs to be stopped.

Have opinions?

Send your rants and
observations to
thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

The other side of the desk
Dr. Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer

My routine
on a typical Saturday
morning is
sitting down
on my favorite couch
with a cup of
coffee and a
fresh copy of the New York Times sprawled across
my lap. This particular Saturday started out very
well, but a piece of news on the front page of the
newspaper both shocked and saddened me, and
consequently my whole weekend became rather
depressing. The article talked about the U.S. Congress voting to eliminate the public broadcasting
channels. For the whole weekend I grappled to
understand the reasoning behind such an outrageous act.
I will try to concentrate first on some of the positive changes that we are seeing in our era. Our first
lady, Michelle Obama, is raising awareness about
child obesity, and is implementing steps so that
the nation can slowly steer away from this national
disaster. This will have a more positive impact on
the nation than some previous endeavors, such as
beautification of the highways, and as much, if not
even more impact as some others, such as helping
to eradicate the Cambodian refugee crisis, or trying to prevent malaria in West Africa.
On the environmental front, the U.S. is now
more pro-active than ever before, although we
had a slow start. Towns such as Terre Haute have
implemented optional recycling bin pick-ups. We
now see TV messages on conserving water and
electricity. Countertops made of recycled quartz
and greeting cards made out of recycled paper
are now becoming a fashion statement, and more
and more people are now encouraged to reuse
grocery bags.
While these positive acts are slowly becoming
part of our modern lives, it is hard for me to grasp
why we are cutting back on something that uplifts

the good in our culture. Public broadcasting delivers programs that are simply unmatched by commercial stations. I strongly believe that a society
without culture is no society at all. PBS and NPR
showcase the great culture in this country that all
should be so proud of. The reason provided for the
elimination of public broadcasting is cost. If we
consider all the financial resources that are poured
into the Iraq war, the Afghanistan war, isn’t continuing the public broadcasting stations just a “drop
in the bucket?” Aren’t we talking about differences
in orders of magnitude? I am certainly not Adam
Smith, but this is quite simple to
understand.
Consider the PBS/NPR news
delivery for a moment. Where
else would we get news that is
truly international in nature,
and for the most part, unbiased?
Where else would we learn about
international happenings, not
in smidgeon splatters here and
there, but in-depth analyses of
the current events? One evening
last week I made it a point to notice the breadth of international
topics that PBS covered: there
were stories on the Maoists in India, the rebels in
the Ivory Coast, the uprisings in Bahrain and elsewhere in the Middle East, whereas the world news
on a major channel that evening did not even come
close to covering all of these.
My particular favorites on PBS, apart from the
news, are Nova, Frontline, Charlie Rose, Mystery,
and Masterpiece Theater. I sometimes wonder how
many interviews with famous people have taken
place at Charlie Rose’s table, and if there is another single table in the world which can boast the
same number. I remember, when I first came to
this country my host-mother did not let her young
daughters watch anything else on the TV except
the PBS channels. While I had just learned about
some of the American TV comedies such as Three’s

”

Company and The Jefferson’s, she often stared in
disbelief at these shows, and asked “You really find
that funny?” I am eternally grateful to her for opening my eyes to the “other side” of American television. While some may think that it was an extreme
step, she was trying to teach her daughters to appreciate the best; training them to eliminate some
of the fluff that life offers. There are many good
programs on the TV today, but one has to carefully
select them from among the noise of the others.
Several years ago when Terre Haute had its NPR
channel, 95.1 FM, I was thrilled. Interviews by
Terry Gross are my all-time favorites on NPR. I learned about
many authors and their books,
activists and their work, musicians and their claim to fame, all
because of Fresh Air. Sometimes
I buy books to learn more about
a particular topic or a particular
person’s viewpoint after such an
interview. Listening to classical
music on NPR gives you access
to an extra dimension; you get to
learn about the background of the
music and the composer, and that
makes it all the more interesting.
Listening to your classical CD collection will not do
that for you.
I have added my name to the list at 170millionamericans.org to petition against the downsizing
of public broadcasting. I believe that all who value good television and radio, and all who are in
favor for better journalism, should do that. This
is a stand against the noise and fluff, and what
Rick Steves calls “sugar-coated” TV programs.
No, I have not yet bought the device that stops
Fox News from coming to my TV set. I have just
petitioned in favor of knowing the truth as much
as possible and enjoying the great in U.S. culture.
Reducing finances for the Environmental Protection Agency by $3 billion can be another story for
another time.

Where else would
we get news that is
truly international
in nature and ...unbiased?
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Engineers successful at Indoor Nationals

Kurtis Zimmerman
sports editor

Liz Evans is #1

women’s track and field,” said Evans.
And she has managed to do just that
in both the high jump and long jump
events. This marks Evans’ third career All-American award, having

Sophomore Liz Evans wrapped
up her indoor track and field season with a successful trip
to the NCAA Division
III National Championship. Clearing 5’ 7 3/4”
on her first attempt, Evans claimed the national
championship in women’s
high jump, becoming the
first female and fourth
student-athlete in Engineer history to earn an
individual national championship.
All smiles during her
post-competition
interview, Liz told the press
“It’s truly amazing to finally be a champion. I felt
I may have given the title
away the last two years,
but I’m so happy that I did
it this year.”
Evans’ #1 finish is the
first individual national
championship for an Engineer athlete since Matt
Smith won the 100-yard
breaststroke championLiz Evans became the first woman in Rose history
ship in 2003.
“It’s exciting to rewrite
to win an individual national championship
the school record book in
Linda Striggo • Striggo Photos

finished runner-up in the high jump
both indoors and outdoors last year.
And she only has further ambition
from here, telling the press on Saturday, “I would love to clear 5’ 10” in
the outdoor season.”

Men’s track qualifies
Three other Fightin’ Engineer student-athletes also travelled to Capital University to compete in separate
events.
Junior Sutton Coleman finished
sixth in the 55-meter high hurdles
with a time of 7.61 seconds after setting a school record with a 7.58-second run during qualifications on Friday. This marks his second career
All-American award having finished
eighth in the 400-meter intermediate hurdles at the 2009 Outdoor
Championships.
Senior Derek Bischak claimed 11th
place in the mile run with a time of
4:17.85, and junior Jeremiah Edwards rounded out the group with
another 11th-place finish in the
55-meter dash.
This year marked the most Fightin’
Engineer qualifiers since the 1985
Outdoor Championships, ending another successful indoor season.

Outdoor season begins
As the indoor track and field season wraps up, the outdoor season
picks up again. In a preseason poll of
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Mar 13 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Alma College
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Fontbonne University
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Men’s Tennis
(4 - 3) (3 - 0 HCAC)

Mar 16 — Crawfordsville, Ind.
Wabash College
Rose-Hulman

Women’s Tennis
(11 - 2) (10 - 0 HCAC)
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Mar 12 — Greencastle, Ind.
Ferris State University
Rose-Hulman
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Mar 12 — NCAA Division III Indoor Championships
High Jump
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55-meter high hurdles
Sutton Coleman		
1-mile run
Derek Bischak
55-meter dash
Jeremiah Edwards

Student-Athletes
Earn Two HCAC
Player of the Week
Awards
Rose-Hulman News
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league coaches released earlier this
week, the men’s track and field team
was unanimously selected to finish
first among conference competitors.
Such a finish would mark the fourth
consecutive HCAC Outdoor Track
and Field championship for the Engineers. The women’s track and field
team was voted to finish second,
closely behind Franklin College.
Returning for the men’s team
are Bischak and fellow senior Paul
Bouagnon, who shared HCAC Athlete of the Year honors during the
indoor season. Coleman earned the
honors last year and will continue
to be a contender during the outdoor season. Andrew Thompson was
named HCAC Freshman of the Year
and looks to compete in several outdoor events.
Competitors for the women’s team
are HCAC Field Athlete of the Year
Liz Evans and fellow sophomores
Tanya Colonna, competing in the
pole vault event, and Creasy Clauser
in the 800 meters. Erin Cox will likely compete in multiple events as well
after earning HCAC Indoor Freshman of the Year honors earlier in the
season.
The track and field team kicks off
its outdoor season with the RoseHulman Early Bird Invitational this
Saturday beginning at noon at the
William Welch Track and Field Complex.

uted five RBIs and scored four
runs for the Engineers.
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Flipside

Five people I see
while driving

Noël Spurgeon • Road Warrior
Overcompensating truck guy: Look, I know being in
an 18-cylinder Truckosaurus Rex with 38 inch spinning rims
probably makes you want to stick your head out the window
and roar with unbridled manliness as that two-ton chunk of
metal comes hurtling down the freeway at Mach 2, but for the
love of testosterone, DON’T DO IT RIGHT BEHIND ME.

Top “10” Ten
March Madness brackets for Rose
Matt Melton • Baron of the bracket
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Wacky prof quotes
“Oh crap! So induction
man falls down here.
But along comes his
friend to help! Who’s
the friend? STRONG
INDUCTION MAN!”
— Dr. Boutell. Induction man, induction
man, doing the things
induction can...

Old man in Buick: Hello sir. That is a very nice hat you’re
wearing. I like it because it serves two purposes: one, it’s more
stylish than I could ever hope to be, and two, it alerts me that
you won’t drive more than thirty-five miles an hour. Also,
your blinker’s been on for the last five miles. Just thought
you should know.

“And then you get that
glazed over fish-eyed
look around week
three. Then you start
to slump a little, and
that’s when your spirits are broken.”
—Dr. Butske, on the
stages of Rose.

Minivan mom: Part mediator, part chauffer, part receptionist, keeping the children in your minivan from gnawing
each other as they watch Finding Nemo (and you order pizza)
causes your driving to fall by the wayside. But it’s no problem… as long as you stay on the highway long enough to let
me finish the movie.

“High density polyethylene is inspiring, too!”
—Dr. Allison, who
knows it’s cool to get
pumped up about
POLYMERS!

Ricky Bobby: Look, I know that your first word was
‘vroom.’ I know that you’ve wanted to be a racecar driver
since you were four. But the spoiler bolted onto the back of
your flame-decaled Daewoo isn’t fooling anyone. Neither is
the conspicuous absence of a muffler… that isn’t the sound of
raw mechanical power you’re making, it’s the sound of broken
childhood dreams.

“The Jedis apparently
like hoodies, what can
you say.”
— Dr. Brandt. So
that’s why the pocket
in the front is perfectly
lightsaber-sized...

HUUUUUGE TRUCK: You are much bigger than me. I
know this. You know this. That is why switching lanes in
front of you is one of the most terrifying things I will do in the
next six months short of taking Controls. Oh please oh please
oh please oh please don’t run me over. I still have homework
due this week!

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

How to grow a luxurious
beard in 3 easy steps

10. Top plan for getting more girls to Rose (other than kidnapping).
9. Best excuse for class that may or may not have worked (most
likely may not have).
8. Company you’d most like to work for that would never hire
me.
7. College with the highest rejection rate of Rose students for
undergrad and graduate school (Pretty sure Purdue would be in
the NIT version for this one).
6. Hardest class at Rose.
5. Favorite caffeinated beverage at Rose.
4. Teacher I’d most like to be stuck on a desert island with
(Sorry Econ profs, but you would get our #1 seeds for the profs
we’d most like to manage our retirement plans).
3. Estimated length of time it will take me to pay off my student loans.
2. Major other than engineering that I could have done.
1. Length of time it will take me to earn my plaid jacket.

A public service announcement brought to you
by Rebecca Black:
Yesterday was Thursday, Thursday;
Today is Friday, Friday.
Just thought you should know.

Stephen Mayhew • Novembeard was MADE for this man

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor

Today, we salute you, Mr. Slow-Walking Hallway Blocker. The pedestrian equivalent of the
old man driving a Buick, you amble along the corridors between classes, gathering a clump
of irritated walkers as you go. You are oblivious to the tide of rage rising behind you as you
zigzag through the hallway, taking up more space than modern physics thought possible for
a mere human. Government agents have researched you for use as a biological weapon, the
walking wall of inconvenience is all they would need to subjugate enemies with constant irritation. Every time you amble towards a corner, there is a collective surge of hope, only to
be dashed to pieces when you swerve back into the center of the hallway. Perhaps entranced
by portraits of professors past, or perhaps simply trolling the rest of us, you are the intersection of unstoppable force and immovable object, using some inhuman power of inertia
to resist the push of the crowd. The very second you turn into a doorway, the wave breaks,
releasing a group of people swearing and barreling down the hallway to class. So here’s to
you, oh Master of the Meander… for giving us the worst-ever excuse for being late.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I say something different every week. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon, who really hopes that someone actually reads this, because she actually works quite hard on it. It’s spriiiingtime! The flowers are blooming, the
birds are singing, young love is in the a-oh, wait, I mistook Rose for a school that had girls. Oh well. By the way, if you haven’t heard the song that I reference up there, I suggest you look it up. I would describe it, except... well, you’ll just have to see for yourself, you know?

